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While in America and, later on, in Ireland, the lite-
rary and spiritual revival was the work of an intellectual
elite of writers, philosophers, and poets, in Russia a simi-
lar revival took place centering, however, around the
personality and message of one great solitary figure, Tols-
toy. The search for new ideals of life which made
Emerson and Thoreau in America and W. B. Yeats and
George Russell in Ireland turn towards the East, affect-
ed Russia no less, and indeed long before Tolstoy Rus-
sian intellectuals became conscious of the historical ne-
cessity of affirming a new ideal of life. Coinciding with
the Romantic movement in Western Europe, these Rus-
sian intellectuals also reacted against the increasing me-
chanization and industrialization of life by turning to-
wards the East and by repudiating the best and the worst
in European civilization alike. It was not so much a
philosophical revival as in the Germany of Schopen-
hauer, nor even a spiritual awakening as in the Anglo-
Saxon countries with Emerson, or a religious re-orienta-
tion as in most western countries; rather it was a new
awareness that Russia, both geographically and tempe-
ramentally 'belonged', to Asia, was indeed part, of that
continent of vast and unlimited spaces, where time does
hot count, and the infinite is vaguely floating above the
darkness of impenetrable mysteries. This, we might say,
was an unscientific view to take. But it appealed to the
inherent lack of emotional stability of those intellectuals
who needed Vast and timeless spaces5 to let their emo-
tions expand and contract at will. The scientific pre-
cision, the artificial conduct, the pompous self-con-